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US Military Pilots Can Have Lasik

Previously restricted to PRK, pilots may now have All-Laser Lasik.

this

WASHINGTON, May 21, 2007 - Alr Force officials have
changed the policy to allow people applying for aviation and
aviation-related |obs o have had Lasik surgery, The change
became effective May 21 The change also removes the
altilude and high-performance aircraft restrictions for peaple
whio frave briad LASIK

Aif Force fighter pilats

may nowhave Lisk. Tha dacision fo make these changes was based on studies

that showed there was litle to no effect on LASIK-Areated
eyes when subjected to the wind blast experienced during aircraft ejection or
exposure to high altitude.

Due to stresses placed on the eyes during flight combined with the active lifestyle
of military members, the recommended refractive surgeries are wavefront-guided
FRE, orwavefront-guided All-Laser Lasik The eyes are more frauma resistant after
surgery using one of these methods compared to other forms of refractive
surgeries.

With all refractive surgeries, there is no guarantee of "perfect” sight after
undergoing the procedures. Individuals rust still meet the standards prescribed
for entrance into the Air Force and aviation and special-duty positions.

Detailed additional policy information and guidance can be found at
Jairfor icing 5 il -
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Refractive Surgery Briefing (PowerPoint Show) Informational Reading: PRE - LASIK Booklet
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For contact information regarding any of the USAF Refractive Surgery Centers
please send an email or callthe CRS Avistion Program Manager st usafrsreg@brooks.afamil or call 210-236-4514

AF Refractive Suraerv Policies Memaos Related AF Websites and Other Refractive Suraerv Web Sites

6/30/2007 - WASHINGTON (AFPN) -- Air Force officials have changed
the policy to allow people applying for aviation and aviation-related
jobs to have had LASIK surgery. The change became effective May

21. The change also

removes the altitude and high-performance

aircraft restrictions for people who have had LASIK.



